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Syro Malabar Liturgical Seasons

Season of Resurrection
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The Season of Resurrection consists of seven weeks from Easter to Pentecost, It is a time of joy recallin
the new life obtained through the cross which was a sign of folly becoming the sign of redemption an
glory, the resurrection of Christ as a pledge of our resurrection, His resurrection as a basis Christian faith
etc.

The early Church was administering the sacrament of baptism in connection with Easter. As 5t. Paul
reminds us, ‘We were buried therefore resurrection of the Savior. In fact, the prayers and hymns of this
Eenud reflect this joy. Some of the important themes of this liturgical season are the resurrection of

hrist, his victory over sin, death and Satan, with him b}i‘baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised
from the dead by the QIDF?I of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.’ (Rom
6:4-5) The week after Easter was set apart for the newly baptized. It is worth imitating this ancient
tradition of administering baptism in cannection with Easter,

{Syro Malabar Liturgical calendar)

Eoeesssssmmmsn | Vox Didymus: "
VOX DIDYMUS New Newsletter of the Syro-Malabar European Apostolic Visitation

The new newslalter, Vox Didymus, of the Syro-Malabar European Apostolic
Visitation began its publication in January. This news|etter will feature updates
on the activities of tﬁe Syro-Malabar communities across various countries In
Europe. It will be published every two months, offering valuable Insights Into
the vibrant fife and work of our communitias.

;:Fr?itigg Focus: Menthly Newsletter of the Dublin Syro-Malabar == =i
The Syra-Malabar Church in Dublin publishes a monthly newsletter titled ‘Faith in s ]
Focus, which highlights the actlvities of the Qurbana Centers in the Dublin Tr e
region. This newsletter is made available in PDF format every month, providing : S
updates and insights into the spiritual life and community initlatives.
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! . | Syro-Malatar Faithful in Furape
v :

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace o you In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

As we Jjourney through this beauliful season of Faster, we are
reminded of the hope and renewal that the Resurrection brings to our
lves.

We are during Jubllee year 2025 also known as a Holy Year, a special
time marked by grace, prayer, and pligrimage. Pope Francis has
designated it "Pligrims of Hope," an invitation Lo renew hope in a world
facing war, climate change, and other challenges, And our [ocus is
Renewal, forgiveness, reconciliation, and prayer, We are here to offer
hope and witness to the waorld

Pope Francis *For all of us, may the lubflee be an opportunity Lo be
renewed In hope., he continues “Flgrimage i= of course a
fundamental element of every Jubilee evenl. Setting out on a journey
Is traditionally assoclated with our human quest for meaning in [ie”
Even if we can’l travel far away, the Jubilee Year will still be a journey
for all of us - a Journey of hope.

“By our actions, our words, the decisions we make each day, our
patlent efforts to sow seeds ol beauty and kindness wheraver we [ind
ourselves, we want Lo sing of hope.. and reawaken in every hearl the
Joy and courage to embrace ilfe to the Tull™

In this edition of our newsletter, youll have a virtual pllgrimage of the
celebrations of cur people who celebrated Jesus, Faith and Church In
our mass centres across the Island of Ireland, you will get updates on
upcoming events, reffections to Inspire your spirttual growth, and ways
to stay connecled with our community, Whether you're looking Lo
deepen your falth, get involved, or simply stay Informed, there's
something here for everyone.

Thank you everybody who put together your and thoughts together
Lo get released the newsletter. Big thanks to our Apostolic Visitator
Bishop Stephen Chirappanath [or his paternal blessings, Fr. Joseph
Oliakattil for his continued guidance as National Director, our loving
Friesis |ook after the falthful at different Gurbana centres our
secrelaries and PROs, Syro Malabar Church Ireland PRO Biju Nadackal,
and who helped for designing and page setting with photographs,
May the joy of the risen Christ fill your hearls and homes,

Yours In Christ, —
Fr. lose Bharanikulangara

SMCI- Dept of Media, Communication
& Public Relations

The Irish Syro Malabar Gatholic
SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH . IRELAND



BRI

?

I':'.1
_#"h
o =

!g / - v, \

N

In Gratitude@nd Grace:
Celebratmg Pope Franms

Pope Francis died in 21st April 2025 ( Easter Monday) at the age of 88 at Domus Sanctae Martae in
Vatican city. Francis served as Pope, the head of the Catholic church for 12 years.Pope Francis’ mortal
remains buried in Bascilica of St.Mary Major, Eternal city Rome, on Saturday 26th April

Thank the Lord for the countless gifts God bestowed on the Christian people and the world through

His servant, Pope Francis. Merciful Lord grant late Pope an eternal home in the Kingdom of heaven.
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Pﬂpﬂ' Francis:
A Life of Compassion Captured
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Easter Mesnaﬁe s

A& we celebrate the feast of Eaah:r, the tﬂ'umph of life
over death and |ig|‘1E over clarlcm:.ﬁ-ﬁ, we are invited to re-
Hect on our I-r_'i-l:rlil'{: asa |:‘-11 i Fe,uF-IcJ dee ||:| rooted
n the nPoﬁtniic 'Fai;:j!'l handcﬁ down to us 1;-3 Elt,

[ homas the AFIEIEtlﬂ-.

_[-11: ,5!.}I‘U—M-HIH:IJ'&I‘ C_i‘run:"l han, From its very begin-
ning, been a {Church on il.. rimage — journeying t mug,h
centunes, sustained IJH {iu: ord of !L‘H:i, ic%ﬂ-lﬂ
Qurbana, and the |iving tradition of faith. Tnc!a.ﬂ, as a
5]1'.: bal cunlmunil‘H scattered across maniy nations, we
continue this 5acr4:r:4_jﬂurnr=5 with HAWAYEring hﬂF-:,
bearing witness to the Resurrectian in every Pfau: we
are ca]ﬁ:d to serve.

E_ﬂ&ttrn:rmndﬁ us that our Pi| rimage is not aimless; it is
gufcl:ﬂ LH' the sure FTD!'I'Ii-&: U'F%Hﬁst’a vfct‘urﬂ. In i
world eften marked l'l_r_.j 5u'F'ch'in5.=-nc! uncertainty, the
RKesurrection Frr.‘rl:laima that death is not the end and
despair is not the final ward. (Christ, the Risen | _ord,
walks with us, stren hening us thruuﬁh ""“a presenco I
the F_uc.harisl:, in [T]is Worﬁ. and in the life of the
{_hurch.

As- members of the Sﬂm—Mala]:ar community, we are
entrusted with a |Jniqur: mission: ta be bearers of this
[ aster ]'lup:.. We are called to build up our Families,
nurture vocations, foster unity, and serve as Jaﬁf:lgcﬁ of
love and reconciliation in the societies we inhabit. -I_E'I:
ancient and rich spirituai heritage of our (Church is not
TI'II:TI:IH a ||:gac.ﬂ ta be pre served but a living Fountain
from which new life flows for the world tnrrgy.

May the light of the Risen (Christ dispel every darkness
From our hearts, A= FII rims of |1|:r]:l:, r

ward with COUrage, Faith, and ey, Pmclaiming ta all:
(" hrist is 1:|1.|15 risen, and we are | Jis witnesses!®

et us move Fore

Wishing you a“ a Lll:u-sm:l and_jnﬂgul tast:r.
Fr. Joscph Mul:h::w

Syro-Malabar Chur

in guiding and strengthening fa

Meet the National Coordinator:
Fr. Joseph Mathew Oliakkattil

Fr. Jeseph Qliakkattil, a dedicated priest of the
Diacese of Tharmarassery, has been serving as
the Natlonal Coardinator of the Syro-Malabar
Church In the Republic of Ireland and Naorthern
Irefand since 2023, A natlve of Thottumukkam
parish, Fr. Joseph brings with him a wealth of
pastaral and adminlstrative experlence.

He hasserved in various parishes within the
Thamarassery Dlocese, including Koodaranjl,
Panamplavu, Nearanthode, Kodanchery,
Paroppady, and the Sacred Heart Forane
Church in Thiruvambady. Acadermically,
Fr.Joseph holds Master's degrees In both
Sociology and Social Work and has also worked
a5 a consultant in related Asldsin addition to
his parish ministry, he played key rolesin
diocesan (nitiatives, serving as Director of the
Centar for Overall Development and Karunya
Bhavan, and as a member of the Diocesan
Firance Councll and consultation body. HIs
pastoral journay also includes mission work in
the Diocese of Faridabad [Delhi) and among
the Syro-Malabar falthful In Saudl Arabia

As Mational Coordinator, Fr. Joseph'is entrusted
with the important mission of unifying and
pverseeing the pastoral activities of the Syro-
Malabar Church across both the Republic of
leeland and Northern Irefand, fostering a
virrant and connected falth community,

With Gratitude and (Good Wishes: A Heartfelt Farewell

After mare than six years of dedicated service as the Catechism Directar of the
in Ireland, Fr. Roy George Vattakattu has now returned to
his home diocese of Mananthavady. The Syro-Malabar community in Irefand bid
him a heartfelt and loving farewell in gratitude for his service.

Fr. Roy, a priest of the Mananthavady Diocese, previously served |n the parishes

| of Chundakkara, Kayyunni, and Manimooly. He pursued higher studies in Rome

| and subsequently served as the Director of Catechism in his home diocese, In
2018, he was appointed to serve In Ireland, where he faithfully ministered in

several Syro-Malabar communities including Blanchardstown, Beaumaont,

Swaords, Navan, Wexford, Mullingar, Tullamere, and Drogheda. He also rendered

valuable service within the Dublin and Navan dioceses.

During his time in Ireland, Fr.-Rolythseged ars the Sym-iuh'ralabar Ireland Catechism Director, playing a pivotal role
rmation across the coun

.He was alse entrusted with the responsibility

of overseelng Syro Malabar Catechetical Departments In English-speaking countries outside India, highlighting

his glabal impact in the Church's aducational mission.

As Fr. Roy returns to the Mananthavady Diocese after his commendable service in Ireland, the entire Syro-
Malabar community extends their heartfelt prayers and best wishes for his future ministry.

n The Irish Syro Malabar Gatholic
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New Appointments —

Rev. Dr. Binoj Mulavarickal Appointed one of the General Coordinators of the Syro-
Malabar Apostolic Visitation for Europe

The Syra-Malabar Church has appointed Rev. Dr, Bino| Mulavarickal as one of the
General Coardinators for the Apostolic Visitation for Eurcpe, alongside Fr. Babu
Panattuparambil. The Initlative alms to strengthen paamraﬁ&:e far Syro-Malabar
faithful across the continent.

A priest of the Archdiocese of Emakulam-Angamaly, Fr. Binoj currently serves as
Director of the Youth Apostolate In Europe. He is widely known for his liturgical
music, having composed several well-received devotional songs. Holding a
Doctorate in Moral Theology from Rome, his leadership in youth ministry and
contributions ta church music have earned him broad recagnition within the Syro-
Malabar diaspora in Europe:

Fr. Jose Bharanikulangara is the new Regional Coordinator of the Syro-Malabar Church in Belfast

Fr. Jose Bharanlkulangara has been appointed as the new Regional cooordiator of the Syro-Malabar Church in
Belfast, Ireland. He previously served as the Regional cooordlator for the Galway region. He is a priest of the
Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly and hails from Mallussery, Angamaly, Kerala.

Prior to his ministry in Ireland, he also served In the Syro-Malabar Mission of Faridabad, Delhl. He currently also
holds the position of Directar of Media, Communication, and Public Relations for the Syro-Malabar Church in
Ireland.

Fr. Antony (Babu) Parathepathikal Appointed Regional Coordinator of Galway Syro-Malabar Church
Fr. Antony (Babu) Parathepathikal, a priest of the Archdiocese of Thalassery and currently serving at the Knock
International Eucharistic Marian Filgrimage Centre, has been appointed as the Begional cooordiator of the
Galway region for the Syro-Malabar Church in Ireland,

A native of Thayyeni in Kasaragod, Fr. Antony has previously served In various parishes under the Archdiocese
of Thalassery, including Udayagirl, Panathady, Adamppara, Udayapuram, Kennakkad, Kacherikadavu, and
Kalluvayal. He also held the role of Procurator of the Archdiocese for six years and served as the Diractor of St.
Joseph's Hospital, Karuvanchal, before moving to lreland.

Fr. Varghese (Baiju Davis) Kannampilly Appointed Chaplain of the Syro-Malabar Church in Dublin
Fr. Baiju Davis Kannampilly has been appointed as the new Chaplain of the Syro-Malabar Church in Dublin,
Ireland. He belongs to the Archdiocese of Emakulam-Angamaly and Is a native of Kanoar, Koratty, Kerala.His ap-
pnintmir?t is expected to enhance the pastoral care and liturgical e of the vibrant Syro-Malabar cormmuni-

ty in Dublin.

Fr. Philip Perunnatt has been Appointed as the Chaplain of Galway Syro-Malabar Church

Fr. Philip Perunnatt, a priest from the Diocese of [dukki and a native of Pandippara, has taken charge as the
Chaplaln of the Galway Syro-Malabar Church. His appointment |s seen as a boost to the spirltual ministry of the
Syro-Malabar community in the region.

Fr. Santhosh Thomas OFM Cap Appointed Ehalplaln of Kilkenny Syro-Malabar Qurbana Centre
Fr. Santhosh Thamas OFM Cap Appointed Chaplain of Kilkenny Syro-Malabar CentreCapuchin priest Fr.
Santhosh Themas OFM Cap has been appointed as the Chaplain of the Kilkenny Syro-Malabar Qurbana Centre,
A native of Kundayithodu, Kozhikede, Fr. Santhosh Is expecied to lead the faithful in Kilkenny with dedication
and spirltual guidance,

These appointments mark a significant step In strengthening the pastoral mission and community engagement
of the Syro-Malab. r Church in Ireland.

Al The Irish Syro Malabar Gatholic
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Vatican Announces Grand Plans for 2025 Jubilee Year

Rome, April 7, 2025 — As the Catholic Church ushers in the Jubilee Year 2025, pilgrims from around the world are
flocking to Rome to partake in what is expected to be one of the most significant religious events of the decade.
Officially opened on Christmas Eve 2024 by Pope Francis with the ceremenial opening of the Holy Doar at 5t
Peter's Basilica, the Jubilee Is a year of spiritual renewal, forglveness, and pilgrimage.

Under the theme "Pilgrims of Hope," the Jubilee seeks to Inspire faith and unity in a world marked by conflict,
climate crises, and societal division, The Vatican has scheduled a rich calendar of liturgical celebrations,
ecumenical events, and charitable outreach Initiatives throughout the vear. Speclal attention is being given to
yauth, families, prisoners, and the marginalized.

Clty officlals In Rome anticipate over 30 milllon wisltors during the Holy Year. In preparation, the |tallan
government has investad in infrastructure upgrades, public transport improvements, and multilingual support
services: The clty's historic churches, Including the four papal basllicas, are open for pilarimages, with many off-
ering extended hours.

The Jubilee tradition, which dates back to 1300, occurs every 25 years unless declared otherwise, For many, 2025
represents a rare oppartunity to deepen their faith and connect with a global community of believers,

The Jubilee Lugu The logo shows four stylized figures, representing all of humanity, coming
from the four corners of the earth. They embrace each other to Indicate the
. solidarity and fraternity which should unite all peoples. The figure at the
q}“‘ front is holding onto the cross. It s nol only the sign of the falth which this
éi" lead figure embraces, but also of hope, which can never be abandoned,
=
=

i—? greatest need. There are the rough waves under the figures, symbolising the
e fact that life’s pllgrimage does nat always go smoothly In calm waters. Often

g __"‘-‘ because we are always in need of hope, especially in our moments of
F’
'Lz the circumstances of daily life and events in the wider world require a

o
*HopE

& greater call to hope. That's why we should pay special attention to the lower
.I'J;LGRW part of the cross which has been elongated and turned inte the shape of an
anchor which 15 let down into the waves.

The anchar is well known as a symbol of hope. In maritime jargon the ‘anchor of hope' refers to the reserve anchor
used by vessals invalved in emergency manoeuvres to stabilise the ship durlng storms. |t is worth noting that the
image illustrates the pilgrim's Journey net as an individual undertaking, but rather as something communal,
marked by an increasing dynamism leading one ever closer to the cross. The cross in the logo s by no means
static, but it is also dynamic, It bends down towards humanity, not leaving human beings alone, but stretching
out to them to offer the certalnty of its presence and the security of hope. At the bottom of the logo is the motto
of the 2025 Jubilee Year: Peregrinantes in Spem (Pilgrims in hope), represented in green letters.

n The Irish Syro Malabar Gatholic
SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH , IRELAND



Jubilee Year 2025 Inaugurated in the Syro Malabar Church, Ireland

The official inauguration of the Jubiles Year 2025, declared by His Holiness Pope Francis, was held at Our Lady of
Victorles Church in Glasnevin, Dublin, under the auspices of the Syro-Matabar Church In Ireland.

Fr. Jose Bharanikulangara, Regional Director for Belfast and Director of Communication, Media, and Public
Relations for the Ireland Syro-Malabar Church, lit the ceremonial lamp and officially launched the Jubilee
calebrations. The e'u'ent was attended by Mational Fastoral Cﬁuncﬂ Secretary Fr. Seban Sebastian, Fr. Bar_;u Dav15

regional lea ders and members of the Pastora L‘Eau fcl.
Faithful from across Ireland gathered to take part [[] the salemn aﬂﬂwous occasion,

In connection with the Jubilee, various departments and devotional erganizations of the Syro-Malabar Church in
Ireland are planning a range of activities throughout the y@ar. Dnie major initiative is a Marian pilgrimage to
Portugal, Spain, and France, crganized by the Bible Apostolatescheduled to take place between July and August.

The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us In your son, Jesus Christ, aur brother, and the flame of charity
enkindled In our hearts by the Holy Splrit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seads of the Gospel,

May those seeds transfarm from within both humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new
heaven and a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.
Amen .
F‘Y‘ﬂ-ﬂ-—t.—ﬂ [ |
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Syro Malabar Church Europe

Bp. Mar Stephen Chirappanath

Apostolic Visltatatar for the Syro Malabar Cathalic Faithiul in Europe

Ireland Mational Pastoral Council - 2025 - 26

Fr. Joseph Mathew Oliakattil
Fr. Ceban Sebastian Vellamathara
Fr. Jose Bharanikulangara

Fr. Jilson Kokkandathil

Fr. Babu Pratheppathickal

Fr. Baiju Davis Kannampilly

Fr. Joe (George) Pazheparambil
Fr. Sijo John Venkittackal

Fr. Jain Mathew Mannathukaran
Fr. Anish Mahtew Vachiparayil
Fr. Saji Dominic Ponminissery
Fr. Dr. Joshy Parokkaran

Fr. Bijo Njaloor Chacko

Fr. Paul Thettayil

Fr. Jomon Kakkanattu

Fr. Prince Maliyil

Fr. Santhosh Thomas OFM Cap
Fr. Philip Perunnattu

Fr. Dominic Thoomkuzhy

Fr. Reji Kurian

Fr. Rony Mallyekkal

Binoy Jose

Ligi Ligo

Bijumon Lukose Nadackal

lose Chacko

Tibi Mathew

Robil Kuriakose

Simmy Ajith

lincy Jospeh

Alphonsa Pias

Bijumon Michael

Seejo Kachappilly

Pintu Jacob

Mational Coordinator & Director - Liturgy
General Secretary & Catechism Director
Regional Coordinator Belfast, Director — Communication & Media
Regional Coordinator — Cork
Regional Coordinator - Galway
Director SMYM

Director — Children's Ministry
Director — Family Apostolate
Director — Family Units
Director — Pithruvedi

Director — Mathruvedi

Director — Bible Apostolate
Director — Aliter Servers
Chaplain — Clonme|

Chaplain — Waterford

Chaplain — Limerick

Chaplain = Kilkenny

Chaplain - Galway

Chaplain — Letterkenny
Chaplain - Longford

Chaplain - Enniskillen

NPC Treasurer

NPC Secrstary

PRO

Secretary — Catechism
Secretary Finance

Secretary — Liturgy

SMYM Animator

Secretary = Children’s Ministry
Secretary — Family Apostolate
Secretary — Family Units

NPC Co-ordination Council
PMS & IT
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Benny John Blanchardstown, Trustee Dublin
|Cicily Rali, Tallaght, Catechism HM Dublin
Bublin Jimmy Anthony Lucan, Tristes Dublin
Joychan Ozhukayil Tallaght, Family units Secretery Dublin
ITom Thomas Esaumont, Trustes Dublin
Vincent Mezhiparambil Pornju |Bray, CatechismHM Dublin
Ninu Sojan Maas, CatechismHM Kildare & Leighiin
Biju Thomas MNazs, Trustes Kildare & Laighiin
Vacant Navan, TBC Meath
ojust Chamalala Cavan, Catechism HM Kilmore
Abhin Clamant Cavan, Trustes Kilmare
|lames Joseph Lm;fnn:l, Trustes Aniqh & Oonmanmacnoise
Lelly Taji Ballinasios, CatachsmHM Oonfart
anns Jose Sligo, Trustee Elphin
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Manaojlacob Knock  Trustes Tuam
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Jijiman Mathew Mullingar, Catechism HM Meath
Babu Mathew Tullamore, Trustes Meath
Joy K Mathai Tullamare, Catachism HM Maath
Joshymon P.V Letterkenny, Trustee Raphoe
Despak John Letterkenny, Catechism HM Raphoe
Robin Jose Kavumpuram Gahway , Alter sarvers secretary Kilmacuash, Kif enoa &Galway,
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Ireland Syro-Malabar Curc Hands Over Wayanad & Vilangad
Disaster Relief Fund — Rehabilitation Efforts Underway

The Ireland Syra-Malabar Church has handed over the funds it raised for those affected by the natural
calamities in Vilangad (Kozhikode) and Wayanad to the respective diocesan soclal service societies of
Thamarassery and Mananthavady.

A total of €69,838.30 was collected through various Syro-Malabar communities and individual contributors
across Europe, including €32,680.17 from different Mass centers in Ireland. The funds were transferred through
the Syra-Malabar Church’s European Apostolic Visitation office Lo the dioceses impacted by the disaster.

in July 2024, a major landslide in Mundakai, Churamala, and Vellarimala regions of Meppadi village in
Wayanad claimed 420 lives and left many missing. The total estimated damage from the disaster was around
1,200 crore. As part of the European Syro-Malabar Church's relief efforts, €27,935.32 ( 24,99,595) was handed
over to the Wayanad Social Service Society (WSS) under the Mananthavady Diocese. The initial phase of
building houses and related facilities on newly acquired land has already begun under the society’s
leadership.

Another devastating landslide occurred in Vilangad, Kozhikode in July 2024, resulting In the loss of one life
and widespread destruction of homes and agricultural land. Although timely precautions taken in the wake
of the earlier Wayanad disaster helped minimize casualties, the financial loss was still significant.To aid those
affected, €41,202.98 ( 37,51,477) was handed over to the Thamarassery Diocese through its Centre for Overall
Development {COD). Under COD's leadership, 41 new homes are planned to be constructed in Vilangad.
Construction has already started on eight of these homes. The project was inaugurated by Major Archbishop
Mar Raphael Thattil, who laid the foundation stone, Further construction will proceed as more land becomes
available.

European Apostolic Visitor Bishop Mar Stephen Chirappanath and Ireland Syro-Malabar Church Coordinator
Fr. Joseph Oliyaekattu expressed their heartfelt gratitude to all faithful who generously contributed,
demonstrating Christian values through compassion and solidarity with their suffering brothers and sisters

v
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BIBLIA '25 National Grand Finale — Castlebar Team Crowned
Champion

The national grand finale of the Syro-Malabar Church of Ireland’s Bible Quiz competition, BIBLIA ‘25, organized
by the Catechism Department, was held at Our Lady of Victorles Church, Glasnevin, Dublin, The event saw
enthusiastic participation from teams representing nine Mass centers across four regions of Ireland. After a
spirlted contest, the Castlebar team claimed the national title.

Castlebar had earller won the first place in the Galway reglonal round, and they continued thelr winning streak
to secure the top national position.Winners:1st Place — Castlebar Mass Centre (Galway Region): Emin Sojan,
Evon Sojan, Anna Grace Jacob, Joel Prince.

2nd Place - Phibsborough Mass Centre (Dublin Region): Rosemaria Thomas, Danlel Jacob, Stephen Sijo,
Bonaventure, Nisha Joseph.

3rd Place - Tullamore Mass Centre {Galway Region): lIsabel Shobin, Nia Philip, Noah Philip, Noel Philip, Joy
Kalathumakkll.

Phibsborough, the host center from the Dublin region, secured second place at the national level and had also
topped their regional competition. The third place was secured by the Tullamore team from the Galway
reglomn.
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The grand finale was Inaugurated by Fr. Balju Davis Kannampally on Saturday, February 22 at 2:00 PM. The
quiz, consisting of eight rounds including audio-visual rounds, was conducted with great energy and
excitement by quiz master Fr. Seban Sebastian Vellamattathara.

The prize distribution was led by Fr. lose Bharanikulangara, Regional Director of the Belfast Region of the Syro-
Malabar Church in fraland. Winners of Gloria 2024, the Christmas season enline speech competition, were also
awarded during the event.

Catechism Director Fr. Roy Vattakatt, Secretary Mr. Jose Chacko, Mational Pastaral Council trustees Liji Lijo,
Binoy 5. Jose, Dublin Zonal Trustee Secretary Jimmy Antomy, Benny John, Tom Thomas, and Julie Chiriyath
played key roles in organizing the event.A large number of faithful from across Ireland attended the event, off-
ering support and encouragement to the participating teams.

The Bible Quiz competitions, aimed at deepening knowledge about the Bible and saints of the Church, have
been a regular initiative of the Syro-Malabar Catechism Department in Dublin, This year, for the first time, the
competitions were expanded to include all 35 Mass centers in Ireland, with nearly 1,800 faithful participating.
Winners from regional live quiz rounds advanced to the national finale. The ever-rolling trophies and national-
level prizes will be distributed during the All-ireland Knock Pilgrimage on May 10.

Winners of the January 11 Mational-Level Bible Quiz:5ub Juniors: Joel Prince (Castlebar — Galway) Juniors: Eva
Elsa Sumod (Maas - Dublin) Senjors: Joel Varghese (Bray — Dublin) Super Seniors: Emmanuel Zachariah
{Limerick — Cork) General Category: Nisha Joseph (Phibsborough — Dublin,

.
CARDINAL

A cardinal (Latin: Sanctae Romanae Ecclesiae cardinalis, lit. 'cardinal of the Holy Reman Church') is a senior member of
the clergy of the Catholic Church. As titular members of the clergy of the Diocese of Rome, they serve as advisors to the
pope, whao is the bishop of Rome. Cardinals are chosen and formally created by the pope, and typically hold the title for
life, Collectively, they constitute the College of Cardinals, The most salemn responsibility of the cardinals s to elect a
new pope [n a conclave, almost always from among themseives, with a few historical exceptions, when the Holy 5ee |5
vacant

Durlng the period between a pope's death or resignation and the election of his successor, the day-to-day governance
of the Holy See is in the hands of the College of Cardinals. The right to participate in a concdlave is limited to cardinals
who have not reached the age of B0 years by the day the vacancy occurs, Cardinals collectively participate in papal
cansistorles, in which matters of importance to the Church are considered and new cardinals may be created. Cardinals
of working age are also often appolnt2d to roles overseeing dicasterles (departments) of the Roman Curla, the central
administration of the Cathollc Church.

Cardinals are drawn frem a variety of backgrounds, being appainted as cardinals in addition to their existing rolas
within the Church. Most cardinals are bishops and archbishops leading dioceses and archdioceses around the world -
often the most prominent diocese or archdiocese in their country, Others are titular bishops who are current or farmer
officials within the Roman Curfa, generally the heads of dicasteries and other bodies [[nked to the Curia. As of 21 April
2025, there are 252 serving cardinals, of whom 135 are eligible to vote In a conclave to elect a new pape,

< | 1 Mar Joseph Cardinal Parecattil {1969 - 1987)
Mar Antony Cardinal Padiyara (1988 -2000)
Mar Varkey Cardinal Vithayathll (2001 - 2011)
: . Mar George Cardinal Alencherry (2012 -)
Mar George Cardinal Koovakad (2024 - )
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MATHRUVEDI
DUBLIN REGIONAL MATHRUVEDI GATHERING

The "Mothers of Hope” gathering organised by Dublin Regional Mathruved| took place on
3rd February 2025 at Our Lady of Holy Rasary Church, Rialto, with around 80 altendees,
inchiding SMYM and Regional Committee members under the guidance of Fr. Baiju
Kannampilly.
- The Holy Qurbana was celebrated by the National Coordinator, Fr. Joseph Oliakattil and the
choir was led by mothers from various mass centres in Dublin, accompanied by key board
from SMYM. Mothers participated in the offertory, and SMYM children distributed roses and handwritten cards
as a heartfelt gesture,
The official Inauguration of Mathruved| activities for 2025-26 was marked by lamp lighting ceremony by
Fr. loseph Oliakattil, Fr. Baiju Kann am;lailly, Fr. Privesh Pudussery, Mr. Binoy Jose (NPC Trustee), Mrs. Ligl Lijo (NPC
Secretary), Mr. Jimmy Antony (Dublin Regional Secretary), Mrs. Rosy Jacob (Dublin Regional Mathruvedi
President) & Mathruvedi representatives.
Post lunch, Fr. Privesh Pudussery delivered an interactive talk on adolescent parenting, The gathering also
featured fun activities and games which were highly enjoyed. ;
Overall, the gathering was well-organized and appreciated, with hopes for future gatherings to support mathers’
spiritual, physical, and mental growth.
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Cherupushpa ) SpECIAL LENTEN GATHERING 2025: A MEANINGFUL
League EVENING OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION

On Saturday, March 22, 2025, at 6:00 PM, a spacial Lenten gathering was held via Zoom, bringing together ou
Catechism children In prayer, reflection, and celebration of the Lenten season, This event, organized by the
Children’s Ministry {Cherupushpa Mission League) of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church Dubling provided a
meaningful ancd engaging way for children to deepen thelr spiritual journey

The evening began with The Way of the Crass, a solemn réflection on the passion and sacrifice of Christ, led by
our children from various Mass centers. The children, in English, beautifully conveyed the significance of this
sacred journey, drawing all attendees Into the desp meaning of Christ's suffering.

Fr. Ceban Sebastian opened the gathering with heartfelt prayers, setting a reverent tane for the avening's
activities, The participation and enthusiasm of everyone involved were truly remarkable.

A Lenten Message was then shared by Rev, Fr. Kevin Mundackal, the first American-born Syro- Malabar Priest from
the Diocese of Chicago. His Insightful werds provided spiritual guidance to help deepen-our understanding of
this holy season. His reflections were particularly valuable for the children, glving them a cearer understanding
af the Lanten journay,

T add an element af fun and engagement. a Lenten Kahoot Quiz was held, allowing children ta interact with the
falth in a light-hearted and educational way. The quiz was a huge success, with a great tumout and enthusiastic
participation from all the children. The winners wers:

First Prize: Kevin Dais from Swaords

Second Prize: Jerin Joseph Varghese from Bray

Third Prize: Josh Joseph Varghese from Bray
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Family Apostolate |
Alphonsa Binu (Sscretary, Family Apastolats)

The Family Apostolate is an Integral part of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church In Ireland, dedicated to
nurturing strong, faith-filled families. Its mission is to strengthen family life, guide youth toward Christ-
cantered marriages, and foster a vibrant Christian community, This year, the Family Apostolate will focus on
promating spiritual growth, supporting families in need, and encouraging a culture of responsibility and
service. Speclal attentlon will be glven to young and newly marrled couples through tallored programs and
pastoral support to help them build strong foundations rooted in faith and love.

m . [ ] T- ’ . ] il s ]
Ak ﬁ‘“ il _ \\:i 1“.%}\.
=

Three -Day Marriage Preparation Course Feb 7-9, 2025

A key event this year was the Marriage Preparation Course, which took place from February 7 to 9, 2025, at
Our Lady of Fatima Parish In Rialto, Dublin. The program, organized by the Family Apostolate Department, saw
the participation of 63 candidates eager to build a strong foundation for their married life.

The course began with a Holy Qurbana celebrated by Fr. Baiju Kannampilly, setting a spiritual tone for the days
ahead, The inaugural session was led by Fr, Joseph Mathew Ollakkattil {National Coordinator) and Fr. Sijo John
Venkittackal (Famlly Apostolate Coardinator), alang with key leaders Including Mrs. Ligi Lijo{National Pastoral
Council Secretary), Alphonsa Binu (Family Apostolate Secretary) Mr. Binoy Jose (National Pastoral Council
Treasurer), Mr. immy Antony (Dublin Reglonal Secretary), and Mrs. Julie Chirlyath (PRO - Dublin Reglon).

The program provided comprehensive guldance on essentlal aspects af married life, by experienced speakers.
Toples covered included Canon law and the theology of marriage, Faith and spirituality In marriage,
Paychological insights for a healthy relationship, Effective communication and financial planning. Led by both
clergy and experiencad lay speakers, the sessions encouraged open discussion, reflection, and engagement.
The course emphasized the [mportance of preparing, not just practically, but spiritually for the sacrament of
marriage.

The event concluded with a certificate distribution ceremony and a feedback session to further enhance
future programs. It was a truly enriching experience, equipping participants with wisdom, tools, and faith for
their journey ahead. We continue to pray for all couples preparing for the sacrament of marriage. May your
journey together be guided by God's grace, rooted in love, and blessed with peace and joy.

Mext Marriage Preparation Course - lune and November 2025

Our next Marriage Preparation Courses for 2025 will take place from June & to 8 and November 7 to 9, Please
register early through PIMS, as spaces are limited. The registration link is available on the SMCC wabsita (https:
{syromalabarie/)

MARRIAGE PREPARATION
COURSE
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SMILE : Syro Malabar Inclusive Life Experience

The Syro Malabar Church in Ireland is committed to fostering inclusivity through
our flagship initiative, SMILE (Syro Malabar Inclusive Life Experience). Currently,
the SMILE program serves numerous families across the Syro Malabar Church's
varfous Mass centers in lreland and Northern Ireland. SMILE is a heartfelt inltiative
designed to create inclusive programs that support children and families with
T\—J special needs: The primary goal of the program is to bring children with special
. gifis and their families into the heart of the church, allowing them to fully
particlpate In all sacramental and eccleslal rites. This Includes developing
accessible, disability-friendly programs that enable individuals with a range of
disabilitles to lead fulfilling llves and engage In church and social activitles ta the
fullest.
SMILE Committee 2025/2026
Fr. Joseph Oliakattil Mational Cordinator, SMCC Ireland, continues to serve as the Director of the SMILE Program.
For the 2025-2026 term, the following committee members have taken on leadership roles within the program.
President : Binu Antoany, Secratery: Kunjumol 5albu, Jolnt Secratery: Alphonsa Binu, Treasurer : Saju Jacob,

Executive members : Lee Mukadan, Sijo Joseph. Baby Hitira, Pradeep Baby, Intercessory Prayer coardinator: Jyothi
Saju

SMILE Activities

SMILE organizes adaptive Masses every twe months, online prayer sessions, and inclusive events like Christmas
celebrations. It also provides support through advocacy, information on entitlements, and resources on therapy
and parenting,

Some of the recent SMILE activities highlighted below.

SMIE Visit to Rome

In a momentous milestone for the program, around 55 SMILE members had the Incredible cppartunity to meet
with Pope Francis during a special papal audience and received a blessing in October 2024, This unforgettable
experience was a testament to the global inclusivity of the church and a memorable accasion for all participants.

(5YR0 MALABAR INCLISIVE
LIFE EXPERIENCE)

Empowering Journeys: Enriching Life for Speclal Needs Families - An Online Sesslon with Zerah Jose

On Friday, 28th February 2025, an anline seminar titled "Empowering Journeys: Enriching Life for Special Needs
Families" was held to support parents with practical guidance to navigate through the challenges of their
children's developmental journeys, The seminar was conducted by the Mrs. Zerah Jose, a renowned NLP (Neuro-
Linguistic Programming) Master Therapist, Author, Mentor, and Life Coach. Drawing from her wealth of
experience, Mrs. Jose shared valuable insights into how parents and caregivers can empower themselves and
thelr children with special needs. With over 35 families participating, this online seminar was a powerful reminder
that no family is alone in their journey .

At its core, SMILE aims to ensure that the baptismal rights of every individual are respected and upheld,
premoting true inclusion within the Syre Malabar Church |n Ireland. Inspired by the words of Pope Francis—'"The
way we experience illness and disability is an index of the love we are ready to offer"—SMILE stands as a beacon
of love, support, and Inclusion in our community,
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CENACLE 2025

The Cenacle Leadership Residential Programme took place from 10th to 12th
January 2025 at the Dominican Retreat Centre, Tallaght, with 23 participants from
across lreland, including 11 from Dublin region,

Hosted in the peaceful surroundings of the retreat centre, the programme was
well- received by all attendees, The programme focused on leadership develop-
ment, faith formation, and community building through workshops and team
activities.

Supporting the participants were two dedicated animators, eight youth
volunteers, and Fr. Bino] Mulavarikkal to guide and support thelr spiritual journey.
The Cenacle offered a unique opportunity for young people to connect, reflect,
and grow in their faith.

The gathering also featured fun activities and games which were highly enjoyed.
Owerall, the gathering was well-organized and appreclated, with hopes for future
gatherings to support mathers' spiritual, physical, and mental growth,

HOPE 2025 - SMYM REGIONAL GATHERING

On 1st March, 2025, SMYM Dublin hosted the first gathering of the Jubilea Year of HOPE. The gathering was
graced by the esteemed presence of Fr. Ein:::r] Mulavaricakal, Vicar General, Apostolic Visitation for Syro Malabar
Faithful In Eurcpe, who travelled exclusively for HOPE 2025, making the occasion even mare special.

The day commenced with the celebration of the Holy Qurbana by Fr. Binoj Mulavaricakal. Around 160
participants from across Qurbana centres In Dublin reglon played an active role, taking part in the readings, off-
ertory procession and choir. The inauguration ceremony followed the Holy Qurbana with lamp-lighting by Fr.
Bino] Mulavaricakal alongside Fr. Baiju Kannampllly SMYM Director - Ireland, Dublin Regional Secretary Jimmy
Anthany, Dublin Reglonal Committee members, SMYM Ireland animators, Dublin SMYM Committee members,
and coordinators from each Qurbana Centre.

After a delightful lunch, the participants reassembled for an engaging icebreaker session, setting the stage for
one of the most anticipated segments of the day, Each Qurbana centre had prepared a performance, ranging
from dance and skits to musical presentations, all of which were judged based on creativity and message
delivery, These performances were not only entertaining but also conveyed meaningful messages, making them
a highlight of the gathering,

After the performances, Fr. Binoj delivered an inspiring and thought- provoking talk, The day concluded with an
adoration session which under Fr. Binojs leadership created an atmosphere of deep reflaction and spiritual
cannection, leaving a profound impact on the youth,

The gathering recelved overwhelmingly positive feedback, highlighting the need for more gatherings to help the
youth grow in faith and community. SMYM Dublin looks forward to organizing more gatherings that will

ST. PATRICK'S NOVENA: A VIRTUAL GATHERING OF FAITH AND COMMUNITY

The 5t. Patrick’'s Movena, organized by the Dublin Regional Altar Servers team, under the guidance of Fr. Ceban

Sebastian was successfully held online via Zoom from March 14-16, 2025, This spiritually enriching gathering

brought together altar servers from 14 different Mass centres across, fostering a sense of community and

leadership in a virtual format.

Day 1 of the Novena was led by Fr. Priyesh Pudussery, Fr. Baiju Kannampilly led the novena on Day 2, and Fr. Sijo

Venkittackal led the novena on Day 3. Prayers were assigned to altar servers of varlous Mass centres, with the

children leading the prayers and participating in reflective sharing sessions.

On March 14, the designated Mass centres were Beaumont, Blanchardstown, Drogheda, Dundalk, and Swaords.

Following the prayers, the Beaumont centre shared insights on the Jubllea Year. March 15 saw Lucan, Inchicore,

Maas, and Phibsborough leading the prayers, with the Lucan centre sharing reflections on Pope Francis. On the

final day, March 16, the altar servers from Athy, Blackrock, Bray, Navan, and Tallaght took the lead, with the

Tallaght centre offering a reflection on St. Patrick.

The invelvement of 220 children over the three days highlights the broad reach of the event. The Novena not only

nurtured faith but also demonstrated the adaptability of religious practices in modern times through virtual

engagement.

A special addition to this year's Novena was a Blooket Quiz conducted on the final day by SMYM members. This

interactive activity provided a fun and engaging way to reinforce the teachings of the Novena. The winners were:

1. 5afin Santhosh - Tallaght

2. Marshwin Martin - Lucan

3. Meribelle Binu - Blanchardstown

Congratulations to the winners and thankyou to all the participants. Winners of the quiz will receive their prizes

during the Savio Fest, scheduled to take place on May 17, 2025,

Overall, the St. Patrick's Movena was a deeply meaningful and spirltually uplifting experience, bringing young

gitar slervers together In prayer and reflection. It was truly a testament to the power of faith and community in a
Igital age!
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BELFAST

BEIfESt HEglﬂﬂﬂl BI'.'I'E FE“ Ananth Joseph (Regional PRO, Bifast)

The Syro Malabar Catholic community in Noerthern Ireland organized a grand Bible Fest, a celabration of art and
culture, on March 8 at All Saints College in Balfast. The event was inavgurated by Belfast Region Coordinator Fr.
Jose Bharanikulangara, who lit the lamp to mark the beginning.The festival featured various art forms, Including
dance, music, and drama, all based on biblical themes. The participants, including children and adults, showcased
their talents in different competitions, such as singing, dancing, and skits. The event was well-attended, with
hundreds of pecple gathering to appreciate the artistic performances.The festival aimed to promote the Syro
Malabar Catholic community’s cultural heritage and artistic talents in Morthern lreland. The event was a huge
success, with participants and audience members alike praising the quality of the performances.The Bible Fest
has been organized for the past 15 years and has become increasingly popular, attracting a large number of
participants and audlence members. The event featured judges and trainers who were past winners of school
and university youth festivals in Kerala, which added to the festival's high standards.The festival concluded with
the distribution of prizes to the winners, and the event ended successfully in the evening.

Belfast Regioanl Bible Quiz

The Belfast Regional Bible Quiz competition was held In January and February, From this, participants from
Belfast were selected for the Dublin Grand Finale.Cn February 22, the Grand Finale took place in Dublin, featuring
participants from Belfast and Lisburn.,

The participants from Belfast who wan prizes were:

Regiena Babu, Taneesha Dileesh, Monica Biju, Mathew Biju, Clive Joseph.The participants from Lisburn who
secured second place were:

Sheeba Jomaon, Neil Jayan, Nathaniel N Velasseryll, Suzanna N Velasseryil.
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ANTRIM QURBANA CENTRE
Amal hiji (PRO, SMC Antrim ) SISy

SMILE SEMINAR
st.Mother teresa Syro Malabar Catholic Church Antrim Hosts an
Informative Session on SMILE (A SYRO MALABAR INCLUSIVE LIFE
§ EXPERIENCE}ANtrim, March 16, 2025 - The Syro Malabar Church
Antrim, under the Department of Family Units, successfully
P conducted an insightful Information Session on Syro Malabar
& Inclusive Life Experience (SMILE) at St. Joseph Church, Antrim. The
session, held after the 3:30 PM Holy Mass, almed to raise awareness
about supporting children with special needs and their familles
within the community.The event was led by Binu Antony and
Alphonsa Binu, who shared wvaluable insights on [dentifying
individuals with special needs and how the community can extend
support to them. They emphasized the importance of inclusivity, compassion, and collective responsibility in
ensuring a welcoming enviranment for all families.Through discussions and real-life experiences, the session
reinforced the core message: "Every Smile Matters, Every Family Belongs.”Let's continue to build a more inclusive

St. Mother Teresa Syro Malabar Community, Antrim, Celebrates
Mother's Day with Candle Gift CeremonyAntrim, March 30, 2025 - The
5t. Mother Teresa Syro Malabar Community in Antrim marked this
year's Mother's Day with a heartfelt tribute to all mothers. Following
the Sunday Holy Mass, the community organized a special celebra-
tion, highlighting the importance of motherhood and the invaluable
role of maothers In soclety.As a token of apprediation and love, the
community distributed candies to all the mothers present. The
candles symbaolized the light, warmth, and guidance that mothers
bring Into the lives of their families. The ceremony was a touching
moment of gratitude and reverence, creating a sense of unity and
appreciation among the attendeas.Fr. Jain Mathew, who led the Holy
Mass, emphasized the selfless love and sacrifices of mothers in his
sarmon, urging the faithful to cherish and honor their mothers not
Just on this special day but throughout the year. The celebration was
attended by familles from the parish, who joined together in prayer
and thanksglving.The 5t Mother Teresa Syro Malabar Community
continues to uphold its values of faith, love, and service, strengthen-
ing the bond among its members through such meaningful
celebrations. The Maother's Day event was a beautiful reminder of the
love and respect that mothers deserve, leaving a lasting Impression
on all who attended.

St. Sebastian's Syro-Malabar Church, Lisburn

The First Mass Centre Feast Celebration

Fallowing the establishment of the Mass Centre, the Lisburn Syro-
Malabar community Ib_lnyfully celebrated their first Mass Centre
Feast on January 17th, 18th, and 19th. The three-day event was
marked by vibrant participation, with 40 presudenties |eading var-
ious aspects of the celebration, reflecting the unity and spiritual
enthusiasm of the faithful.

Pithruvedhi One-Day Outing

The Lisburn Pithruvedhi organized a ﬂne-dai) outing to Tollymore
Forest Park in Newcastle, offering a day of fellowship and relaxa-
tlon amidst nature. A total of 35 members took part in the event,
which provided an opportunity tostrengthen bondsand enjoy
the beauty of God's creation,
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BELFAST QURBANA CENTRE ;

Tom Thomas (PRO, SMC Blfast) T

The Jubilee Inauguration
The Catholic Jubilee iIs a sacred event observed every 25 years serving as a period of forgiveness, grace, and
spiritual renewal. The theme for the 2025 Jubilee Year, as declared by Pope Francis, |s "Pilgrims of Hope," aiming
to foster a sense of hope and trust in a world facing challenges like war, the ongoing effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, and the climate crisls. Belfast Mass Centre Jubllee Inauguration began with a special Eucharistic
celebration led by Fr. Jose Bharanikulangara along with Fr, Anish Vanchiparayil.

Taking Charge: The New Parish Committee

In parallel with the Jubilee celebrations, the parish introduced its
newly elected committee members, marking the beginning of a
new chapter In church governance and community service. The
newly appointed committee members took their oath of service,
pledging to uphold the misston of the Church and wark
dlligi.?lntly to foster spiritual and social development within the
parish.

Fr. Jose emphasised impartance of teamwark, humility and un-
wavering faith in carrying out the Catholic's mission, He urged
the committee to work c?usef with the clergy and the laity to
ensurea thriving and spfrltuai’ly nourishing catholic parish envi-
ronment,

Youth Meet

Youth Meet led by NET ministries held on 26th January 20225

at parish centre, This event brought together young people
offering oppartunity to deepen their falth, engage in meaningful

discussions, and strengthen their connection with the Church, The youth meet, featured dynamw: sessions led by
experienced missionaries from MET ministry Ireland, focusing on themes such as discipleship, personal testimony,
and living a Christ-centred life in today's world. Through Interactive actlvities, praise and worship and small group
reflections, participants were encouraged to explore their faith in a supportive and uplifting environment.

Cur youth expressed gratitude for the opportunity to engage with peers who share their bellefs and to recelve
spiritual guidance from NET Ministries [reland. Many were Inspired to take on active roles within thelr parishes
further enriching their faith journey and the overall mission of the Church.

Bible Fest
Following the Eucharistic celebration on 16th March 2025, the Bible Fest winners from Belfast Mass Centra were
called forward to recelve thelr awards and blessings. Each winner was presented with special tokens of appreci-

atlcn* remgnlsmg their commitment and dedication.
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A Year of Hope and Action

As the lubllee Year 2025 unfolds, the parlsh has lined up varous activities to promote falth formation,
evangelisation, and social outreach. Pilgrimages, retreats, and charitable programs will be at the heart of the
celebrations, providing parishioners with numerous cpportunities to grow in faith and serve those in need, The
new parish committee, along with SMYM, Mathruved| and Prithruvedi has already begun planning [nitiatives that
align with the Church's mission.
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Children Lenten Retreat: Take a break with Jesus

As the season of Lent invites us into a time of reflection, prayer and renewal; NET Ministries Ireland conducted a
transformative Lenten Retreat titled, "Take a Break with Jesus”on 30th March 2025. The retreat was naugurated
with a welcome speech by Fr. Jose Bharanikulangara, who set the tone for a spiritually enriching experience. His
words emphasized the Importance of taking time to reflect on our relationship Wit]}:l lesus and preparing aur
hearts for the season of Lent.

The retreat was conducied in two greups to ensure a more age-appropriate and impactful experience:

- Group 1:Class 1 to Class 6

« Group 2: Class 7 to Class 12

Each group participated in sessions tallored to their level, ensuring that all attendees could deeply connect with
the themes of the retreat. This retreat was designed to help children and young people encounter Christ In a
meaningful way while also engaging in a fun and Interactive faith experience.

One of the key highlights of the retreat was the session on God the Father's love. Through powerful testimonies,
scripture reflections, and guided discussions, participants were encouraged to embrace the uncanditional love
of God. The session aimed to deepen their understanding of God's role as a loving and merciful Father who
desires a personal relationship with each of His children.

Music has always been a vital part of faith formation, and this retreat was no exception, Participants had the
opportunity to worship through uplifting praise songs led by the NET Ministrles team. The songs helped to create
an atmasphere of prayer, joy, and spiritual connection, allowing everyone to express their faith through melodies
and heartfelt lyrics,

The retreat also emphasized the Importance of Christian community and joy. Several engaging games were
organised to foster teamwerk, laughter, and friendship among the participants. These activities not only added
a fun element to the retreat but also served as metaphors for faith, resilience and unity in Chiist,

The retreat ended with a thanksgiving address by Fr. Anish Vanchiparayil, who expressed gratitude to the
organizers, volunteers and participants for making the retreat a success. His words of encouragement reminded
everyone to carry forward the lessons learned and to star steadfast in their faith.

The "Take a Break with Jesus" retreat by NET Ministries |reland was truly a time of renawal, joy and deepenead faith.
It provided a much-needed space for young people to encounter God's love, express their faith through music
and build |asting friendships through fun and meaningful activities. As Lent continues, participants are
encouraged to carry this experience forward, allowing it to inspire their spiritual growth and walk with Christ.

DERRY QURBANA CENTRE

VOICE OF DERRY

The community members both children and adult participated in the Regional Bible Fest In Belfast with lots of
enthusiasm and won number of prizes In varlous competitions. The liturglcal season of Lent was begun with the
observance of Ash Monday. The community members recelved the ashes on the forehead symbolizing
repentance, mortality and a call to seek forgiveness and renewal. Mother's Day was celebrated under the
leadership of Mathrujoyth| assoclation. Thirunnal Presudhendhi coupon was officlally Inaugurated and glven to
the General Convener and Trustees. The Catechism children eﬂ:ttt.‘rlltziecr:I the Scholarship examination conducted by

Natmnal Level Dublm One day Lenten Retreat was cnnducted in preparatlun of entering m the Holy Week,
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m Delone Kurian (Regional PRQ, Cork)

Cork Region Bible Quiz 2025 — A Day of Faith, Fellowship, and Friendly Competition

The Cork Mass Centre of the Syro Malabar Church in Ireland had the honor of hosting the Cork Region Bible Quiz
Competition on Saturday, February 1st, at 1:00 PM. The event took place at the SMA Hall, Wilton, Cork, and
brought together particlpants from across the reglon in a vibrant celebration of Scripture and community,

The event commenced with a warm welcome speech by Sibin K. Abraham, setting the tone for an engaging and
spiritually enriching afternoon. The gulz competition was skillfully and fairly conducted by Quiz Master
Fr. Priyesh, whose dynamic presentation kept both participants and the audience fully engaged.

Teams representing Cork, Limerick, Kilkenny, and Waterford competed in a closely contested battle of Biblical
knowledge. After an Intense and exciting serles of rounds, the final rankings were as follows:

15t Place - Cork, 2nd Place — Limerick, 3rd Place — Waterford, 4th Place — Kilkenny.

With this victory, both Cork and Limerick Mass Centres have secured their place in the Mational Grand Finale held
in Dublin on February 22nd,

Congratulations to all the participating teams for their enthusiasm and commitment. Trophies, medals, and
mementos were distributed to the participants and winners by Fr. Santosh and Fr. Privesh. Special recognition
was also given to those who excelled in the written examination conducted as part of the regional competition.
A heartfelt vote of thanks was extended to Fr. Priyesh for his exemplary leadership and fairness in conducting the
quiz. The success of the event would not have been possible without the tireless efforts of the organizing team,
aspecially the dedicated leaders of the Cork Mass Centre, to whom we extend our sincere gratitude and
appreclation.The event concluded around 4:00 PM with a formal vote of thanks by Sony Scarla, marking the end
of a truly memaorable and inspiring gathering.

CORK QURBANA CENTRE

The pics say it all...... Jalsan Joseph (PRO, Cork)
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KILKENNY QURBANA CENTRE Delone Kurlan (Regional PRO, Cork)

The 5t. Thomas Syro-Malabar Mass Centre in Kilkenny, under the vibrant leadership of Rev. Fr. Santosh Thomas
and a newly elected committee, continues to flaurish through strong community engagement and active
participation by family units.

Bible Quiz
Monthly family gatherings have played a key role in nurturing community spirit. In a recent highlight,
parishioners participated in a Bible Quiz Competition at the Mass Centre level. The winning team went on to
represent Kilkenny at the Cork Reglonal Bible Quiz Competition, proudly demonstrating their scriptural
knowledge and commitment,

Bible Kalolsavam

The annual Bible Kalolsavam was conducted over two days, featuring healthy competition ameong four
participant groups. The event was notably enhanced by the enthusiastic support of parents, whose
encouragement was instrumental throughout. Winners of the event will be formally recognized during the
upcoming Catechism Annual Day celebrations,

St. Joseph's Ootu Thirunal

The parish also commemaorated the feast of 5t Joseph's Cotu Thirunal with great reverence. Celebrations
included a festive Thirunal Mass, traditional Ladeenju, and a solemn procession, The event witnessed a strong
turnout, reflecting the deep falth and unity of the community.

= | T e

WATERFORD QURBANA CENTRE Ebin Thamas (PRO, Waterford)

The Syro Malabar Catholic Community in Waterford places family at the heart of its spiritual and community life,
recognizing it as the cornerstone of a strong and faithful sodety. In a world where evelving ideologies and
modern lifestyles often challenge traditional family values, we rermain committed to nurturing and upholding the
essence of family life.

By making family the foundation of every initiative, we strive to strengthen boands, instill faith, and create a
supportive environment where love, faith, and values are passed down through generations. Through this
commitment, we not only enrich our own community but also contribute to a more compassionate and faith-
driven society.

Bible quiz 2025 — A celebration of falth & knowledge

The Bible Quiz Competition 2025 was a true testament of our student's dedication to faith and knowledae. With
nearly 70% of students participating, your enthusiasm and commitment to the Word of God were truly Inspiring.
Congratulations to Team SMCC!

We proudly celebrate Team SMCC's outstanding achievernent, securlng third place In the reglonal-level Bible
Quiz competition held in Cork on February 1, 2025.

A special appreciation to Hanna Maria Rijosh, Tessa Lijo, Hannah, Joe Mathew, and Ann Mary for their remarkable
performance,

Altar Servants: Selection, Training, and Installation.

The formation of children in faith, family, and divine vocation begins at an early stage, shaping their spiritual
journey with dedication and purpose, In recognition of this, SMCC has selected 12 students from Class 4 to 11
and provided therm with rigorous training to serve as Altar Servants, fostering thelr liturgical service and spiritual
discipline. Now officially installed, these students will serve on a rotational basis in designated groups at the altar,
deepening their commitment to the faith and the Church's sacred traditions.
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Sacristy vislt

To enhance Catechism students' understanding of the Holy Eucharist, we conducted a practical visit to the
sacristy. They had hands-on experience will provide students with an in-depth exploration of liturgical vestments,
sacred vessels, and their significance in the Mass.

* Highlight the symbolism of vestments and sacred vessals,

* Sgt clear expectations for respectful behavior,

Detailed explanations of vestments, sacred vessels, altar linens, and liturgical books.

This initiative aims to enrich students’ faith experience, effering them a practical and meaningful encounter with
the sacred elements of the Church, we continue this for the next batch in the comling years.

A two-phase initiative

To ensure a meaningful spiritual experience for all students, we have structured this initlative in two phases;

1. Senlor students & youth (Classes 7-11) - Conducted an in-house retreat at Glencomeragh, focusing on deeper
spiritual reflection and engagement.

2. Junior students (Classes 1-6) — A dedicated on-premise retreat will be organized, tallored to their spiritual
growth and understanding.

Through this initiative, we strive to nurture faith, encourage raflection, and inspire a lifelong spiritual jourmey for
our students.

Women's day celebration

March 8, 2025 - The spirit of empowerment and unity filled the alr as SMCC Mathruvedhi hosted a remarkable
celebration for International Women's Day. A large congregation gathered to mark the occasion, graced by the
esteemed Chief Guest, Fr. Joman Kakkanattu, whose inspiring words set the tone for a day of reflection, learning,
and appreciation of women's invaluable contributions to soclety,

A kay highlight of the event was an engaglng weorkshop titled "The Art of Batance: Dancing Between Heart and
Hand with Mary and Martha - A Theological and Physiological Rereading.” This insightful session explored the
profound symbolism of Mary and Martha, illustrating the delicate equilibrium between devotion and action,
mirroring the essence of family life.

In his keynote address; Fr. Jomon Kakkanattu emphasized the indispensable role of women in shaping families,
communities, and faith, "Women have always been at the heart of change and progress. Today, we honor their
resllience, grace, and unwavering spirlt,” he remarked,

The SMCC Mathruvedhi Women's Day Celebration left a lasting impact on all attendees, reinforcing the message
of empowerment, faith, and community support. As the church looks ahead to future Initiatives, participants
departed with renewed purpose and [nspiration, committed to continuing their journey of falth and
empowerment, Building on the valuable insights from the recent Women's Day workshop, we are introducing a
mr.::—nthll academic series exploring key themes in Theology, Philasophy, and Psychology, with Family as its
central focus.

Titled Caffé Didaché — A Taste of Tradition...A Journey of Faith, this Initiative is designed for those with a keen
interest in the intersection of faith and reason. The term Didaché, detived from Greek, means "Teaching" or
"Doctrine’, reflecting our commitment to intellectual and spiritual growth. Held manthly, these sessions will
provide a structured yet engaging platform for thought-provoking discussions, ensuring that each gathering
systematically explores diverse topics while keeping Family at the heart of every dialogue.

Bake and Snack Fest

CML Waterford Hosts Bake & Snack Fest with Catechism Students — February 23, 2025

CMWL Waterford successfully organized the Bake & Snack Fest on February 23, 2025, bringlng the community
together for a delightful day of homemade treats and fellowship. & special highlight of the event was that all
snacks were prepared by Catechism students, showcasing their culinary skills, teamwork, and dedication.
Attendees enjoyed a varlety of sweet and savory delights, prepared with enthuslasm and creativity. The event
rece(ved overwhelming appreciation, as students took pride in presenting their handmade creations.

A new chapter: Launching the Family-Focused Book Club

Marking another milestone, CML Waterford proudly intreduced the Family-Focused Book Club — A Journey to
Read, Reflect, and Connect, This initiative aims to cultivate a love for reading, encouraging families to choose
books over screens and nurture young minds with wisdom beyond gadgets. The credit goes to Fr. Joman
Kakkanattu (Vicar), Ms. Saumya Robin (Headmistress), Anu Lijo {(Coordinator), and Ms. Preetha Tom and Ms. Agnus
Ann iAnimators) for their dedication in making this initiative a reality.
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Looking ahead
The unwavering support of the SMEC family has made this Initlative truly meaningful. As we move forward, we
remain commitied to fostering a passion for reading, strengthening our faith-centered and knowledge-driven
community.

Mother's Day

SMCC Mathruvedhi joyfully celebrates Mother's Day - March 30, 2025

SMCC Mathruvedhi celebrated Mother’s Day with heartfelt joy on March 30, 2025, bringing families together for
a day of love, appreciation, and gratitude. The celebration featured a Mother & Child Photo Contest and an
exciting lucky draw, adding to the festive spirit.

The phota contest witnessed enthusiastic participation, with families capturing and sharing beautiful moments
with meaningful captions, while the lucky draw brought an element of excitement to the event. It was 3
wonderful tribute to mothers, recognizing their unconditional love, sacrifices, and unwavering dedication.
Winners of the photo contest & lucky draw:

1st Prize (E50) - Bency Thomas

2nd Prize (€25) - Dana Limlchan

Lucky Draw Gift Hamper Winner - Anu Lijo

A celebration with a cause

As part of our Mother's Day Inltiative, rather than allocating funds solely for the celebration, SMCC Mathruvedhl
is proud to contribute €100 to the Wayanad Home Project, supporting this noble cause and extending the spirit
of love and generosity beyond our community.

RE Jishia Rabin (Secretary, Wexford)
| 1§ '

Lent Preparation Retreat

In preparation for Lent a Retreat was conducted by 5t. Alphonsa church Wexford (Syromalabar) which was led by
Fr. Bino| Mulavarickal on 2/3/25 at Friary Church wexford. The preaching of the word helped us te recelve God's
Mercy through repentance and get spiritual awakening as a new humanbeing in preparation for Easter. (Fr.
Bonoj's devotional songs helped us to give a spiritual skevation.)

GALWAY

Castlebar Emerges Victorious at Biblia 2025 Galway Regional Grand Finale
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In a vibrant showcase of talent and knowledge, Castlebar clinched the first place at the Biblia 2025 Galway
Regional Grand Finale held at Gillooly Hall, Sligo. The prestiglous event brought together top contenders from
various Syro-Malabar communities across ireland.

Tullamare Qurbana Centre secured the second position, while Galway Mass Centre took home the third place,
marking a strong finish in a keenly contested finale.

The competition was officially inaugurated and moderated by Fr. Joseph Dliyakatt, the national coordinator of
the Syro-Malabar Church In Ireland. The event celebrated scriptural knowledge, cammunity splrit, and youth
engagement within the Church.
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Ballinasloe Qurbana Centre Eby Chacko (PRO, Ballinasole)
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St. Mary's SMCC Hosts Joyful Christmas Mass and Festivities Iin BallinasloeBallinasloe, Dec. 30 — 5t. Mary's Syro-
Malabar Catholic Community [SMEC) of Ballinasloe ushered in the festive season with a solemn and joyful
Christmas celebration, beginning with a speclal Mass held at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Creagh The Mass was
colebrated by Fr, Philip Perunnattu, who delivered an uplifting and reflective homily that resonated with the
congregation. The Sﬁlritual gathering was followed by a vibrant celebration at Moore Community Hall, which was
filled with festive cheer and community spiritHighlights of the evenlng included a captivating MNativity play
perfermed by catechism students and young chlldren, drawing warm applause from the audience. The program
also featured a selection of meledious Christmas carols—both solo and choral—alongside energetic dance
performances by the parish's younger membersThe festive atmosphere was further enlivened by a parish-
organized raffle, with a variety of prizes bringing smiles to the lucky winners. The evening culminated in a hearty
community dinner, fostering fellowship and togethemess among all these In attendance.The event marked a
memorable celebration of faith, joy, and unity for the St. Mary's SMCC community

CPiETLEBAH QUHE‘ANA CENTHE Alaina Jibu {PRD; Castiebar)

f

Bake Sale Supports Catechism Department
On December 23td, a bake sale was organized to raise funds for the parish Catechism Department. The event saw
enthusiastic participation from parishioners, with homemade treats offered to support the formation of young
minds in faith. The successful fundraiser underscored the community's commitment to nurturing the spiritual
growth of its younger generation.

Spiritual Renewal Through Retreats

A series of retreats held at Knock Shrine brought opportunities for spiritual reflection and renawal.

The Christmas Retreat, conducted on December 21st, was |ed by Fr. Binoj Mulavarickal and offered a space for
reflection during the Advent seasan.

The Annual Retreat took place on August 24th, 2024, and was guided by Fr. Binoy Karimaruthinkal. The retreat
focused on deepening personal faith and communal connection.

The Easter One-Day Retreat, held on April 12th, 2025, was led by 5. Ann Marla and provided a spiritually
uplifting experience celebrating the Resurrection of Christ.

Castlebar Triumphs at Biblia 2025

Demonstrating exceptional scriptural knowledge and teamworl, the Castlebar team emerged as champlens at
the national finals of Biblia 2025, the prastigious Bible guiz competition. Their victory is a proud moment for the
community and a testament to their dedication to the Word of God, These events reflect the continuing vitality
and devotion of the Syro-Malabar Catholic community, fostering faith, unity, and service
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CAVAN QURBANA CENTRE Lo Kottaram (PRO, Cavan)
St. Joseph's Feast and Pithruvedi Inauguraﬂnn Unites *Cummunlty in Faith and Fellnwihip

The annual Feast of 5t Joseph was celebrated with great devotion and communal spirit at the Holy Family Syro-
Malabar Cathollc Church (SMCC) Qurbana Centre in Cavan. The event drew hundreds of falthful from near and
far to honor St, Joseph, the patron saint of workers and fathers,

This year's celebration was particularly special as it alse marked the formal inauguration of the Pithruvedi Cavan
Unit, The ceremony was led by Chaplain Fr. Bljo Njaloar Chacke, with the ceremanial lamp lighting performed
by Mr. Rony Gearge, President of the Pithruvedi, The occasion brought together committee members and a
large number of parishioners, highlighting the strong sense of unity and purpose within the community.
Organized by the Pithruved| Cavan Unit, the feast Included the calling together of 5t. Joseph Nominals for a spe-
cial confluence, further deepening the spiritual connection among the participants.The celebration featured a
solernn Holy Mass, followed by a traditional circumambulation, adding to the reverent atmosphere of the day.
The event concluded with a joyful family dinner, allowing parishioners te share in fellowshltp and celebratian.
The Feast of 5. Joseph served as a poignant reminder of the values of faith, devallon, and family life: As the
community honored the life and virtues of 5t. Joseph, the day stood as a call to live with greater faith, love, and
commitment in everyday life. Wishing all a blessed and joyous Feast of 5t. Joseph,

GALWAY QURBANA CENTRE Wilsan [PRO, Galway)

St. Joseph's Feast Celebrated with Devotion at Galway Mass Centre

In honor of the Feast of St. Joseph, a solemn Holy Qurbana was
celebrated at the Galway Mass Centre on Sunday, March 16th.
The liturgy was officiated by Rev. Fr. Babu, bringing together
the faithful In a spirit of prayer and reverence.Following the
| Mass, an offertory procession and distribution of offerings were
held, organized by the St. Joseph Family Unit in collaboration
with the Pithruvedi, The event was marked by whalehearted
community participation and spiritual reflection.The celebra-
tion served as a meaningful tribute to 5t Joseph, highlighting
his virtues of humility, faith, and dedication to family Iife, while
. alsastrengthening bonds within the parish community.

SLIGO QURBANA CENTRE
5t. Joseph's Feast Celebrated with Solemnity at Sligo Mass Centre

As part of the celebrations for the Feast of 5t. Joseph, a solemn Holy Qurbana was held on Sunday, March 9th, at
the Sligo Mass Centre. The liturgy was celebrated by Rev. Fr. Babu, marking a spiritually uplifting day for the
community.Following the Holy Mass, a traditional offertory presentation and distribution of offerings were con-
ducted under the joint leadership of the 5t. Joseph Family Unit and the newly farmed Pithruvedi, The rituals
were marked by deep devotion and community participation.The occasion also witnessed the offical inaugura-
tion of the Pithruvedi at the Sligo Mass Centre, further strengthening the spiritual and social fabric of the parish
cammunity.The day's events highlighted the enduring values of faith, unity, and service exemplified by St.
Joseph, and brought the faithful tug etherina spmt of prayer and fehlwrshtp
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m Jutie Chirlath (Regicnal FRO, Dublin)

2025-2026 REGIONAL COMMITTEE

Syro Malabar Catholic Church, Dublin Regional Election for 2025- 2026 has been successfully completed, and the
newly elected committee has officially taken charge.

The office bearers are as follows:

= Treasurer: Mr. Benny John

« Secratary: Mr Jimmy Antony

« Joint Secretary: Mr. Tom Thomas PRC: Mrs. Julie Chiriyath

- Internal Auditors: Mr. Dominic Savio & Mr. Jayan Mukalel

« Child Safeguarding & Garda Vetting: Mr. Seejo Kachapilly & Mr. Sony Joseph

« Parish Management System: Mr. Pintu Jacob

Departments:

- Bible Apostolate & Evangelisation: Mr. Suresh Sebastian Liturgy: Mr. Jose Sebastian

« Family Apostolate: Mrs. Alphonsa Binu

« Catechism: Mr. Vincent Porinchu

« Famnily Units: Mr. Joychan Mathew

Fious Associations:

» Pithruvedi President: Mr. Siby Sebastian Mathruvedi President: Mrs, Rosy Jacob

« Altar Servers Anirmator: Mr, Sudhish Joseph

« Children's Ministry: Mrs. Jincy Joseph

« SMYM President: Mr. Nathan Thomas Chirayath SMYM Animator: Dr. Lisamma Abraham

We are grateful to the sutgoing Comm|ttee members for their dedicated service and commitment. Your efforts
have made a lasting impact, and we cherish your leadership.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the newly elected team as they step Into their roles. Let us keep them
in our prayers as they embark on this important Journey of service and leadership. Wishing them a term filled with
blessings, meaningful contributions, and a spirit of togetherness.

TRAINING FOR NEW MEMBERS

Training sessions were successfully conducted for newly elected parish council members, The training was
conducted on 4th and 10th January 2025 at Tallaght and Phibsborough. These sessions were designed to help
members understand their roles and responsibllities. Through interactive discussions and practical examples,
members gained an understanding of their respansibilities and how to work collaboratively for the benefit of the
community,

TRAINING FOR TRUSTEES

A training session was conducted for trustees on 18th January 2025 at St
Thomas Pastoral Centre, Rlalto, It almed to enhance participants'
understanding of system functionality and provide essential guidance on
efficient account management. The session was designed with a hands-
on approach, allowing trustees to apply the skills learned,

TRAIMING FOR NEW MEMBERS & ANIMATORS

The last training session for newly elected parish council members and
animators was successfully conducted on 28th February 2025 at Parish of
Our Lady of the Holy Rosary of Fatima, Rialto. Around 65 members
participated In the session, These sessions were deslgned to help
members understand their roles and responsibilities. Through interactive
discussions and practical examples, members gained an understanding of
their responsibilities and to work collaboratively for benefit of the
community.
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BIBLIA 2025 - DUBLIN REGIONAL FINALE

Biblia 2025 - Dublin Regional Grand Finale was successfully held on 1 February 2025 at the TUD Sports Hall,
Blanchardstown, bringing together 11 teams from the reglon. Under the guidance of quiz master Fr. Baiju
Kannampilly, participants showcased their deep understanding of the Bible.

Phibsborough Mass Centre secured the first prize, Tallaght Mass Centre won the second prize, while the Lucan
Mass Centre won third prize, demonstrating remarkable dedication and preparation.

The event was a celebration of faith, as each team demonstrated their commitment to deepening their
understanding of God's Ward. The enthusiasm of all the participants as well as the audience emphasized the
importance of such events which help in spiritual growth and community spirit.

Phibsborough Mass Centre, Tallaght Mass Centre, and Lucan Mass Centre participated In the National Grand
Finale, which took place an February 22 at Our Lady of Victorious Church In Glasnevin,
May all participants continue to shine and inspire others with their wisdom and faith. Congratulations to all who
participated in the Regional Finale.
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LENTEN RETREAT: 28-30 MARCH 2025

Lenten Retreat 2025 was held at Our Lady of Victories Catholic Church, Glasnevin from March 28-30, 2025. This
spiritually enriching retreat aimed to deepen the faith of community members through prayer, worship, and re-
flection. The retreat was led by Br. B D. Dominle, Chalrman & Executive Director of Marlan TV USA, QueenMary
Ministry USA, and Marian Eucharistic Ministry USA.

The retreat was inaugurated by the Matlonal Coordinator - Fr. Joseph Ollakkattll along with Fr. Ceban Sebastian
and Br. Dominic PD. along with Regional and Phibsborough Qurbana Centre committae members.

Each day of the retreat commenced with the Holy Qurbana, setting a reverent tone for the sessions that followed.
Participants engaged in uplifting praise and worship, the proclamation of the Word, and recelved the
opportunity for confession throughout the retreat.

A key focus of the retreat was the Eucharistic Experience, allowing attendees to cultivate a deeper connection

with the Haly Eucharist.
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Owver three blessed days; Br. PD. Deminic delivered a deeply inspiring message, emphasizing the grace of the
Holy Eucharist and ts central role In the life of every bellever, He reminded us that the Eucharist is not just a ritu-
al but the very essence of our faith—the source and summit of Christian life.

Encouraging all to deepen their devotion, he spoke about the transformative power of the BEucharist and how it
should be the center and substance of aur dally lives,

One of the most moving moments of the retreal was the Eucharistic Adoration and Procession. With hearts lift-
ed in prayer, the faithful participated fully in this sacred time of worship, The solemnity and serenity of the mo-

ment left an indelible impact on everyone present, strengthening their faith and drawing them closer to Christ,
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The Dublin Regional Pithruvedi organized the highly anticipated Super Dad Badminton Competition on March

15, 2025, at the Poppintree Community Sport Centre, Dublin, Running fram 10 AM to 4 PM, the tournament saw

36 teams from varlous Qurbana centres compete with great enthusiasm and sportsmanship.

The competition was inaugurated by Pithruvedi's Regional Director, Rev. Fr. Sijo John Venkittakkal, in the

presence af the SMCC regional committee and esteemed Pithruvedi members, The event was ﬁ.lrthetr Eraced by
a

the suppaort of Fr. Baiju Kannampilly, Fr. Ceban Sebastian, Fr. Privesh Pudussery and Fr. Jins Valiplakkal, who
encouraged the players throughout the day.
Following intense matches and thrilling performances, the winners of the tournament were awarded cash prizes
in akgrarlld closing ceremaony officiated by Syro Malabar Ireland National Coordinator, Rev. Fr. Joseph Mathew
Oliakattil.
Winners of the Super Dad Badmintan Competition 2025;

First Position - Bastin James & Rajesh John from Phibsborough Qurbana Centre

Second Position - Jerry Moble & Prakas Kunchukuttan from Blanchardstown Qurbana Centre

Third Position - lojo George & Sijin Cyriac from Blanchardstown Qurbana Centra

Best Player Awards winners - Anvin Johny & Dipu Jose from Swords Qurbana Centre
A huge round of applause to all the winners for thelr incredible performance! Your dedication, talent, and
perseverance truly stood out on the court.
The Pithruvedl Regional Team extends its heartfelt gratitude to all participating teams for making this
tournament an exciting and unforgettable experience. The sportsmanship and teamwork displayed throughout
the event were commendable, A speclal thanks to the Dublin Reglonal Committee for thelr unwavering support
in making this corpetition a grand success.
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Faith in Actinn - Nightights from recent evenls across our Bublin Guriana Centres
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Tallaght

Happy Easter |
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Niational Filgrimaoge to Knocl Shrine by
S5vro-Vinlabar Lhurch, Ireland on Moy 18

The Syre-Malabar Church of Ireland will hold its annual Mational Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine on Saturday, May 10.
The pilgrimage will bring together Syro-Malabar faithful from both the Republic of lreland and Northern lreland
at the internationally renowned Marian pilgrimage site, the Knock Shrine, where the Blessed Virgin Mary's
presence is deaply felt.

Preparations for the pllgrimage are already underway at all 37 Syro-Malabar Mass centres across lreland, which
will ke participating in the Marian pilgrimage. The pllgrimage will commence with a service at the Knock Baslilca
at 10 AM, followed by the celebration of the Syro-Malabar Holy Qurbana (Mass) and a devotional procession. All
Syro-Malabar priests in Ireland will participate in the event,

Bishop Mar Stephen Chirappanath, Apostolic Visitor for the Syro-Malabar faithful In Europe, will be the chief
celebrant of the Holy Qurbana and the pilgrimage events.

In addition, students who excelled in the Catechism Scholarship Examination, winners of the National Bible Quiz
campetition, as well as students who achieved top marks In the 2024 Leaving Cert Exam (A-Leve| examinations -
MNorthern Ireland} will be honored during the pilgrimage. Large families in Ireland with five or more children will
also be recuﬂn[zed for their commitment ta family life.

The Knock Shrine has historical significance, with the first Marlan apparition occurring on August 21, 1879, in the
small village of Knock, County Maya, Over 15 people witnessed the apparition of the Blessed Virgln Mary,
accompanied by 5t. Joseph, 5t John the Apostle, an altar, a cross, an angel, and a lamb. This vision lasted for
approximately two hours and was later declared credible by two papally-appointed commissions, Both Pope
Saint John Paul Il and Pope Francis have vislted Knock, as wel| as Saint Mother Teresa, who prayed at the shrine.
Thousands of international pilgrims visit Knock every year.

Malayali families visiting reland often make pilgrimages to Knock Shrine to pray and recelve blessings. Every
sacond Saturday of the manth, there s a Syro-Malabar Holy Qurbana at 12 PM. The Syro-Malabar clergy also offer
their services at this Marian pilgrimage site,

The Syro-Malabar Church Mational Pastoral Council has been coordinating the arrangements far the Knock
Marian pilgrimage, The Church |eadership has extended a heartfelt invitation to all the faithful in Ireland to
participata in this prayerful event.
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